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EASTTAKE NEWS
SEWARD SCHOOL CLOSURE? r-5lSR-520 TNTERCHANGE?

Serious lssues to Dominate ECC General Meeting on Apri l  26

This was supposed to be the Apri l  Fool 's edi t ion of the East lake News. The ECC
has often talked about doing a l ight-hearted issue of the newsletter and now
seemed to be a good t ime. Much of the community counci l 's work during the past
year --  land use appeals and lobbying for preservat ion of the Steam Plant,
neighborhood planning and inter im controls on mult i - family housing --  has helped
gain a greater degree of stabi l i ty for our neighborhood. East lake appeared to be
spared issues of major consequence for the f i rst  t ime in many months; at  last we
could breathe a l i t t le.  So, we decided that the t ime was r ight for us to si t  back,
relax and poke some fun at the City and ourselves. After al l ,  we're always saying
that the ECC never seems to have enough fun.

But the focus of this newsletter is not a laughing matter.  I t  is not an Apri l  Fool 's
joke. A few weeks ago, the Seatt le School Distr ict  superintendent recommended
that Seward School be closed and sold. At about the same t ime, Mayor Royer
launched an ini t iat ive to study the old issue of the I-5/SR-520 interchange. Past
studies of the interchange proposed solut ions that,  i f  implemented, would have
resulted in major destruct ion of the East lake neighborhood and would have
hastened the demise of the school:  Seward posed the major obstacle to
implementnt ion.

Detai ls on the Seward School c losure are inside. Because of i ts s igni f icance, al l
other issues have been temporari ly put on hold. We ask you to read about the
closure in this newsletter and elsewhere, and discuss i t  with your neighbors. Then,
at tend two important meet ings.  Our monthly General  Meet ing wi l l  be held on
Apri l  26 f rom 7 to 9 pm at the Seward School  l ibrary,  and wi l l  be devoted to the
school  c losure and i ts relevance to the Mayor 's SR-520 study. Your opinions.can
also be voiced at  a publ ic hear ing on the closure of  Seward at  the school 's l ibrary
on May 2 at 7 pm. The strength of this voice wi l l  determine Seward's,  and
East lake's,  future. GET INVOLVED AND BE PART OF THE EASTLAKE
CONIMUNITY'S RESPONSB TO THE CLOSURB OF SEWARD SCHOOL.
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Seward and the l-5/520 Interchange

Making the school c losure l ist  is l ike a form of
Russian roulette.  Four neighborhood schools are
loaded into the gun. For several  months the
barrel  spins whi le the distr ict  evaluates the
viabi l i ty of  each school.  The neighborhoods,
refusing to save their  own schools at the expense
of another,  f rant ical ly work together to bui ld
support  for al l  the schools and argue that none
should be closed. Then the shot is f i red.

This t ime the bul let  has Seward's name. The
City is sympathet ic;  the other neighborhoods
breathe a secret  s igh of  re l ief ,  but  they know
the barrel  wi l l  soon spin again.

Seward School is a designated histor ic landmark
and one of the or iginal  "model" Seatt le schools.
I t  presents a unique and impressive l ink to
Seatt le 's,  and East lake's,  past.  I t  is also the only
publ ic faci l i ty in East lake. I f  Seward is closed,
al l  of  us l iv ing in the neighborhood (not just
those with chi ldren) wi l l  suffer the direct
effects of lost educat ional opportunit ies and
community ident i ty.

Closure of Seward could have other impacts,
more indirect but just as cost ly.  At about the
same t ime that Seward was selected to be closed,
Mayor Royer launched an ini t iat ive to study the
SR-520 corr idor (and the I-5ISR-520
interchange) in an effort  to get more people
across Lake Washington. More people, more
lanes. Previous studies have always ci ted
Seward as a major otrstacle to the I-5/SR-520
interchange. That obstacle may now be
convenient ly removed. Coincidence? Maybe so.
But we doubt that the State Department of
Transportat ion wi l l  shed any tears. Without
Seward School,  i t  may wel l  be that Bast lake wi l l
be valued more for the number of commuter
lanes that can be added to the freeway system
than for i ts at tr ibutes as a neightrorhood.

The recommendation to close Seward was
supposedly based on cr i ter ia developed by the
School Distr ict .  The decision on Seward's
closure wi l l  certainly be pol i t ical .  I f  Seward
remains open, i t  wi l l  not be because a couple of
people with persuasive arguments are able to
save i t .  I t  can only happen with strong support
from al l  of  us --  homeowners, renters, parents,
senior ci t izens, students. We al l  have a stake in
the qual i ty and character of our neighborhood
and Seward School.

Carol Eychaner, Community Council President

Why Kendrick Says Seward Must Go

Superintendent Wi l l iam Kendr ick out l ined the
reasons for his recommendation to close Seward
School  in his "Plan to Strengthen Educat ion in
the Seatt le Publ ic Schools" (3/23/88).  However,
the cr i ter ia used for measuring the attr ibutes
and disadvantages of the schools considered for
closure are not fair ly or equal ly appl ied. In
fact,  i t  is impossible to determine how the
analysis and subsequent recommendations were
made; the report  establ ishes no pr ior i ty rat ing
for the var ious cr i ter ia.

A close look at the Kendrick plan reveals that
the ident i f icat ion and analysis of Seward's
disadvantages are not consistent with those for
other schools in the Large Planning Unit  8
(LPU8) area. (LPU8 is the planning area
containing Seward, Montlake, McGilvra and
Stevens elementary schools,  al l  of  which were
studied for c losure.)  For instance:

Resident populat ion. Seward's resident
populat ion is admit tedly low, and most of the
kids are bused in.  The plan ident i f ies the
resident student populat ion of 86 as a
disadvantage. Compare this with the Montlake
School area, which has only 124 students, about
half  the total  Montlake enrol lment.  Yet the
report  descr ibes Montlakes's lack of resident
school-age populat ion as an advantage in the
closure issue, since i t  "ref lects the program's
draw from outside i ts attendance area."

Buitding costs.  Seward is ident i f ied as having
by far the highest future faci l i t ies needs in the
LPU8 area. Yet the Distr ict  has already
invested $250,000 to improve the school;  and the
report  doesn't  ident i fy reasons for the future
expenses for Seward, though i t  does ident i fy
expenditures for other schools.  Seward also has
the lowest operat ional cost per square foot and
the second lowest maintenance cost of  the 4
LPUS schools;  but nei ther of these stat ist ics are
mentioned as factors in Seward's favor.  In
contrast,  McGilvra is ci ted for i ts advantage in
having the lowest maintenance cost.

Mult ip le bui ldings. Seward is said to have
problems with student supervision because the
school is div ided into 3 bui ldings. Montlake and
Stevens, both smal l  schools,  use portables.to
accommodate enrol lments much smal ler than
Seward's.  Yet the plan doesn't  mention the
dif f icul t  supervision of these portables. In fact,
the report  c laims that increasing the portables at
Stevens and McGilvra could increase their
(below Distr ict  minimum) capacity;  this even



though portables are earl ier ident i f ied in the
plan as violat ing "the spir i t  of  the Board's
adopted goals for  the use of  school  bui ld ings."

Other inconsistencies in the plan exaggerate or
distort  Seward's supposed shortcomings. In
real i ty,  i ts "disadvantages" are no greater in
number or magnitude than the other LPU8
schools.  Like these schools.  Seward should
remain open.
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Membersh ip Application

YES!!! lwant to help take care of Eastlake. My dues areenclosed for membership in the Eastlake Community Council (1 year membership).
This is a n ruew D Rfrufwel Membershio.

ADDRESS

DUES: U Househotd ($15)
n Sr. Citizen ($10)
n Business (940)

,il

Make check or money order payable to:
Eastlake Community Council

Mailto: ECC Membership
2348 Franklin E.
seatile, wA 98102



Why We Need Seward School

Seward School  contr ibutes to the educat ional ,
histor ical  and communal wel l -being of the City.

Seward offers four educat ional programs for
grades kindergarten through f ive:  one of  these,
Project  Kindergarten --  an indiv idual ly paced
basic ski l ls  program complemented with a
PTSA-sponsored Extended Day program -- may
be threatened with the closure.

Because of  Seward's unique central  locat ion and
proximity to I-5,  i t  has the potent ial  to become
Seatt le 's Neighborhood School,  housing special
integrated programs that draw students f rom al l
parts of  the Ci ty wi th short  bus r ides for  a l l .

Seward is the only school  in the LPU8 area that
can accommodate the minimum distr ict
enrol lment without portables, and which
current ly has more than the minimum
enrol lment.  Seward is a ful l - faci l i ty school with
an ample play area.

The Arboretum and Museum of History and
Industry are important resources to the
Montlake School program. East lake is simi lar ly
r ich with urban resources. Lake Union,
seaplanes, NOAA ships, the histor ic Steam Plant,
boat bui lding, Alaska f ishing boats --  al l  these
are part  of  the Seward classroom that cannot be
moved to a portable.

Seward is one of the or iginal  model schools
founded by James Stephens. The three
bui ld ings,  dated 1893, 1905 and 1917, are
designated histor ic landmarks. The bui ldings
have been recent ly repainted and al tered to
reduce freeway noise in the classrooms. Last
year,  the ECC designated Seward to receive
City Light funds total l ing Sl l ,000 for asbestos
removal;  this work was performed over the
summer. The community and the Distr ict  have
made these investments because of Seward's
histor ical  and community value to the East lake
area, the City and the students. Only minimal
improvements are required to upgrade Seward's
structural  and seismic rat ing. Nothing is gained
by removing chi ldren from bui ldings of
integri ty and placing them in portable chicken
coops --  except the dol lars made from the sale.

Seward School is East lake's only publ ic faci l i ty.
We have no community center,  no church
meeting hal l .  Without Seward, we are lef t  with
the publ ic restrooms at Rogers Field.

Like the Steam Plant and the houseboats.

Seward School  is  an essent ia l  part  of  our
neighborhood ident i ty.  I t  a lso at t racts parents
who value a school  located in an area with
older,  af fordable homes, proximity to jobs and
adul t  educat ion,  and a qual i ty in-c i ty
environment.  Recent years have brought an
increase of  such fami l ies to East lake. I f  Seward
is c losed, wi l l  East lake's diversi ty be lessened
and our character forever changed?
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Where else could you go for breakfast, lunch, or
dinner and get al l  of this:

View Dining and Lounge v a great variety of
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parking v and al l  for a reasonable price!
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